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1 Introduction 

1.1 Overview 

1.1.1 Amec Foster Wheeler (AFW) have been commissioned by Western Power 

Distribution (WPD) to prepare a Transport Assessment (TA), which considers the 

potential impact resulting from the development of  132kV connection between the 

consented Brechfa Forest West Wind Farm to an existing overhead power line near 

Llandyfaelog.  The Proposed Development is a linear overhead line (OHL) and 

section of undergrounding.  The route of the connection is completely within the 

county of Carmarthenshire, South Wales.  This project is hence referred to as the 

“Brechfa Forest Connection Project”. 

1.1.2 A Management strategy is required to address the interactions between the Public 

Rights of Way (PRoW) and the Proposed Development, both during the 

construction and once it is operational.  This strategy forms an appendix to the 

CTMP. 

Public Rights of Way (PRoW) 

1.1.3 In the England and Wales residents and visitors have a right to access some land 

for walking or certain leisure activities. Users can: 

 use public rights of way, for example, roads, paths or tracks that run through 

towns, the countryside or private property; and 

 use a right to roam to access open land including mountains, moors, and 

common land that is registered. 

1.1.4 There are four distinct types of public rights of ways; 

 footpaths - for walking or running; 

 bridleways - for walking, horse riding and cycling; 
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 restricted byways - for any transport that does not have a motor; and 

 byways open to all traffic - for any kind of transport, including cars (but these 

are mainly used by walkers, cyclists and horse riders). 

1.1.5 In the countryside, Rights of Way are marked with signs or coloured arrows, for 

example, yellow for footpaths, blue for bridleways. 

1.1.6 PRoW are presented on all Ordinance Survey  mapping, however this mapping can 

be dated due to the network constantly changing being improved and updated.  All 

local authorities therefore hold a “definitive map” of the public rights of way, which 

includes historic routes and any changes to public rights of way orders and routes 

that may have occurred recently.  Many also present this information online but this 

does not always reflect recent changes. 

1.1.7 It is an offence to obstruct a public right of way without prior consent and during the 

course of construction of the Brechfa Forest Connection Project, there will be a 

requirement to temporarily stop up or divert several PRoW in the short term.  This 

document sets out the locations for these closures or diversions; the duration of the 

closures or diversions and the management strategy which is proposed to 

overcome any issues created. It should be noted that as part of the Brechfa Forest 

Connection Project there are no locations where any PRoW will need to be 

permanently diverted or closed. 

Permissive paths  

1.1.8 A permissive path, permitted path or concessionary path is not a public right of way, 

but a path (which could be for walkers, riders, cyclists, or any combination) whose 

use is allowed by the landowner, but over which there is no legal right of access.  It 

should be noted that one of the identified paths crossing the route is a permissive 

path.  For the sake of consistency this path will be treated and managed as a PRoW 

even though there is no legal right to access.  It is considered that the management 

of this path will be agreed with the landowner but no additional powers are required 

to manage the route. 



 
 
 
 

Construction Traffic Management Plan Appendix 1 – Volume 8.7 

7 

1.2 Structure of the PRoW management strategy 

1.2.1 The remainder of this PROW Management Strategy is set out as follows: 

 chapter 2 - identifies all PRoW that are affected by the proposed scheme and 

sets out in a matrix form the nature of the interaction; 

 chapter 3 - details the overarching mitigation methodologies and detailed 

proposals for affected PROW; and 

 chapter 4 - summarises the proposals and concludes the impact of the 

Proposed Development. 
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2 Public Rights of Way and the proposed 

development 

2.1.1 In order to ascertain the extent of the PRoW network within the study area a first 

visit to Carmarthenshire County Council (CCC) was undertaken in June 2013.  

During this visit the definitive PRoW network maps where reviewed to establish the 

extent of the definitive public rights of way that may be affected by the emerging 

scheme design for the Proposed Development.  In this meeting detailed 

photographic records of the map were taken and notes of any recent PROW orders 

were made. 

2.1.2 As the project developed, CCC supplied AFW with a GIS version of the definitive 

public rights of way and it was agreed that this was the data set to use as part of 

this assessment and any other works related to the Proposed Development.  This 

GIS data for the area was the same as that had been previously observed at CCCs 

offices. 

2.1 The proposed development 

2.1.1 The Proposed Development is to provide a combined overhead line (OHL) and 

underground cable (UGC) connection between the consented Brechfa Forest West 

Wind Farm to an existing overhead line near Llandyfaelog. 

2.1.2 The connection will require approximately 25.3 km of 132,000 volt (132kV) 

overhead line (OHL) supported by wooden poles and approximately 3.3 km of 

underground cable. 

2.1.3 Figure 2.1 (sheets 1 to 3) show that from the connection point on the EE route 

(the designation of the existing line that this scheme is proposed to connect to) the 

Proposed Development heads broadly northwards, passing under the existing 

132kV and 400kV lines and then crossing the River Towy and passing to the east of 

Carmarthen in an underground section.  After approximately 20 km the OHL turns 
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east, in the vicinity of Alltwalis, and extends further to connect to the proposed wind 

farm substation at Brechfa Forest West Wind Farm. 

2.1.4 For further details on the Proposed Development please refer to Chapter 2 

(Volume 6.2) of the Environmental Statement prepared to support the DCO 

application. 

Study area 

2.1.5 The study area for this assessment includes all PRoW that across or are in any 

other way affected by the Proposed Development.  Other than routes that directly 

crossing the proposed OHL or underground cable sections, PRoW could be 

affected by some of these other elements: 

 proposed new access routes; 

 existing farm tracks also designated as PRoW that will see traffic intensified as 

part the Proposed Development; 

 PRoW that route through proposed compounds or work areas away from the 

proposed connection; and  

 PRoW that enter into any other part of the Proposed Development Order 

Limits. 

2.1.6 The study area includes the entire route which lies wholly within the CCC local 

authority area. 

Identified PRoW affected by the scheme in the study area 

2.1.7 The final Proposed Development “Order Limits” were confirmed in early 2015.  

From this and in combination with the definitive PRoW plan, AFW were able to 

identify the PRoWs potentially affected by the Proposed Development and the ways 

in which they could be affected. 

2.1.8 The review identified 17 PRoW (including the 1 permissive path) that are affected 

by the Proposed Development.  These affected PRoW are set out in 
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Figures 2.2 to 2.5.  Where there is an interaction between the Proposed 

Development and the PRoW an identification number (column 1 of table 2.1) has 

been allocated for ease of review in the rest of this assessment. 

Table 2.1– Identified PRoWs affected by the proposed development  

ID 
No. 

Dwg 
No. 

PRoW No. 
Type of 
PRoW 

Effect on PRoW 

1 2.2 29/20/1 Footpath 
The footpath directly crosses the proposed 
OHL at right angle to the proposed line.   

2 2.2 29/10/1 Footpath 
The footpath directly crosses the proposed 
OHL at right angle to the proposed line.   

3 2.2 28/15/1 BOAT 
The BOAT directly crosses the proposed OHL 
at almost a right angle to the proposed line.   

4 2.2 28/20/2 BOAT 

The BOAT directly crosses the proposed OHL 
at almost a right angle to the proposed line.  
To the west of the proposed line a 190m length 
of the BOAT follows the route of an existing 
access track that is proposed to be used as a 
construction haul road.  

5 2.3 28/20/1 BOAT 

The BOAT is part of the proposed construction 
access from the B4300 for approximately 
210m. The BOAT also crosses the 
Underground Cable route, however the line is 
proposed to be directionally drilled under this 
road and as such no trench will be required to 
cross.  

6 2.3 2/1/1A Footpath 

The footpath exits onto the Abergwili Road 
where a construction access is proposed. As 
such the PRoW would run over around 10m of 
the proposed construction access road.  

7 2.3 2/8/1 Footpath 
The footpath travels alongside the proposed 
construction access and then to the north east 
crosses the proposed cable trench.  

8 2.3 55/PP2/1 
Permissive 
Footpath 

The footpath directly crosses the proposed 
OHL at almost a right angle to the proposed 
line.   
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ID 
No. 

Dwg 
No. 

PRoW No. 
Type of 
PRoW 

Effect on PRoW 

9 2.4 27/32/1 Footpath 
The footpath directly crosses the proposed 
OHL at almost a right angle to the proposed 
line.   

10 
and 
11 

2.4 
26/8/1, 
27/14/1 

Footpath 

Footpath 27/14/1 directly crosses the proposed 
line and travels east/west through the 
easement, footpath 26/8/1 shares its route with 
a proposed construction access. The overall 
length of PRoW that’s affected by the 
proposed construction routes is approximately 
300m.  

12 2.4 26/9/1 Footpath 

The footpath directly crosses the line travelling 
south west/north east. The footpath also routes 
along a proposed construction access route for 
approximately 390m.  

13 2.4 26/11/2 Footpath 

The footpath directly crosses the line at a right 
angle to the line. The footpath also routes 
along a proposed construction access route for 
approximately 500m.  

14 2.5 27/5/1 Footpath 

The footpath directly crosses the proposed line 
and travels north/south through the order 
limits. The footpath then travels along a 
proposed construction access for 80m.  

15 
and 
16 

2.5 
27/10/1, 
27/10/2 

Footpath 

The footpath directly crosses the proposed line 
and travels east/west through order limits. To 
the east the footpath also routes along the 
proposed construction access for 
approximately 220m. To the west the PRoW is 
also affected by construction access routes.  

17 2.5 27/5/1 Footpath 
The footpath follows a proposed construction 
access route for approximately 150m.  

 

2.1.9 Table 2.1 presents the 17 locations where any PRoW interacts with the route 

proposals.  Figures 2.2 to 2.5 show these locations on an OS base map including 

the order limits for the Proposed Development. 

2.1.10 The review above indicates that the Proposed Development affects 3 BOAT’s and 
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14 footpaths.  It does not affect any bridleways or restricted byways. 

2.1.11 The review identifies that three of the affected PRoWs are within the underground 

cable section of the Proposed Development (5, 6 and 7).  Of these three PRoWs 

only one is identified as potentially crossing the cable trench, while the other two are 

only affected by the proposed construction access routes.  

2.1.12 As part of ongoing work for the preparation of several transport documents to 

support the DCO submissions (Transport Assessment and a Construction Traffic 

Management Plan) an on-site review of the PRoW has also been undertaken.  It is 

the considered view of the transport specialists preparing these documents that 

many of the footpaths affected by the Proposed Development are rarely used.  This 

does not change the way in which the PRoW are to be considered but provides 

important context when considering the impact on users later in this report. 
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3 Mitigation methodologies  

3.1 Introduction 

3.1.1 With 17 affected PRoW, the next stage of this management strategy is to consider 

the need for mitigation for each individual location.  As set out in Table 2.1 above 

some of the PRoW simply cross under the OHL and the Order Limits for a short 

distance while others route along tracks and access roads that are anticipated to be 

used by construction vehicles.  The types of mitigation therefore required will be 

different depending on the nature of the location of the PRoW and how the 

Proposed Development affects it. 

3.1.2 There are several management solutions that should be considered: 

 temporary re-routing of PRoW during construction of the proposed scheme; 

 provision of signage and other information alerting the public to construction 

works; 

 active management plan for crossing points for PRoW; and 

 active management plan for shared use access routes over the length of 

interaction with the PRoW. 

3.1.3 The Proposed Development does not require the need for any permanent PRoW 

closures or diversions.  All mitigation required as part of the PRoW management 

strategy will therefore be temporary in nature and will be in place only during the 

construction phase or in some cases the short period where conductors need to be 

pulled between the wooden pole structures for example. 

Overarching mitigation 

3.1.4 In addition to the individual detailed mitigation that will be required for the affected 

PRoWs, WPD would undertake to inspect the PRoW routes impacted at the 

following times: 
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 prior to construction; 

 during the construction period; and 

 following completion. 

3.1.5 A detailed on-site record (including photographs) will be produced to record the 

situation at each inspection point. 

3.1.6 This will enable a baseline of the condition of the PRoW’s to be made, to make sure 

that during construction no obstructions or impediments to using routes are created 

and to enable WPD to reinstate the PRoWs to their previous condition once the 

construction period has ceased. 

Detailed site specific mitigation 

3.1.7 Each of the impacted PRoW has been considered separately and a mitigation 

proposal proposed for implication during the constriction period of the project.  

Table 3.1 sets these out in detail. 

Table 3.1– Proposed mitigation at the affected PROW  

ID 
No 

Dwg 
No. 

PRoW 
No. 

Type of 
PRoW 

Mitigation Methodology 

1 3.1 29/20/1 Footpath 
Temporary closure during the stringing of the 
OHL Line and advanced warning with  
appropriate signage 

2 3.1 29/10/1 Footpath 
Temporary closure during the stringing of the 
OHL Line and advanced warning with  
appropriate signage 

3 3.1 28/15/1 BOAT 
Temporary closure during the stringing of the 
OHL Line and advanced warning with  
appropriate signage 

4 3.1 28/20/2 BOAT 

Temporary closure during the stringing of the 
OHL Line and advanced warning with 
appropriate signage. A signage scheme will be 
implemented to alert the users that the byway 
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ID 
No 

Dwg 
No. 

PRoW 
No. 

Type of 
PRoW 

Mitigation Methodology 

will be used for construction traffic for the stated 
period of time 

5 3.2 28/20/1 BOAT 

Temporary closure during the stringing of the 
OHL Line and advanced warning with 
appropriate signage. A signage scheme will be 
implemented to alert the users that the byway 
will be used for construction traffic for the stated 
period of time 

6 3.2 2/1/1A Footpath 

A signage scheme will be implemented to alert 
the users that the track that accommodates the 
footpath will be used for construction traffic for 
the stated period of time 

7 3.2 2/8/1 Footpath 

Temporary PROW closure and diversion during 
the laying of the underground cable. This is 
required because of the cable trench and may 
be required for up to 6 months.  

8 3.2 55/PP2/1 
Permissive 
Footpath 

Temporary closure during the stringing of the 
OHL Line and advanced warning with 
appropriate signage. No need for DCO powers 
can be secured though agreement with land 
owner. 

9 3.3 27/32/1 Footpath 
Temporary closure during the stringing of the 
OHL Line and advanced warning with  
appropriate signage 

10 
and 
11 

3.3 
26/8/1, 
27/14/1 

Footpath 

Temporary closure during the stringing of the 
OHL Line and advanced warning with 
appropriate signage. A signage scheme will be 
implemented to alert the users that the track that 
accommodates the footpath  will be used for 
construction traffic for the stated period of time 

12 3.3 26/9/1 Footpath 

Temporary Closure during the stringing of the 
OHL Line and advanced warning with 
appropriate signage. A signage scheme will be 
implemented to alert the users that the track that 
accommodates the footpath  will be used for 
construction traffic for the stated period of time 
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ID 
No 

Dwg 
No. 

PRoW 
No. 

Type of 
PRoW 

Mitigation Methodology 

13 3.3 26/11/2 Footpath 

Temporary Closure during the stringing of the 
OHL Line and advanced warning with 
appropriate signage. A signage scheme will be 
implemented to alert the users that the track that 
accommodates the footpath  will be used for 
construction traffic for the stated period of time 

14 3.4 27/5/1 Footpath 

Temporary Closure during the stringing of the 
OHL Line and advanced warning with 
appropriate signage. A signage scheme will be 
implemented to alert the users that the track that 
accommodates the footpath  will be used for 
construction traffic for the stated period of time 

15 
and 
16 

3.4 
27/10/1, 
27/10/2 

Footpath 

Temporary closure during the stringing of the 
OHL Line and advanced warning with 
appropriate signage. A signage scheme will be 
implemented to alert the users that the track that 
accommodates the footpath  will be used for 
construction traffic for the stated period of time 

17 3.4 27/5/1 Footpath 

A signage scheme will be implemented to alert 
the users that the track that accommodates the 
footpath  will be used for construction traffic for 
the stated period of time 

3.1.8 As set out in Table 3.1 above detailed drawings of the proposed mitigation schemes 

have been prepared in Figures 3.1 to 3.4  

3.1.9 The following section sets out the mitigation proposals in further detail. 

3.2 Temporary closure and diversion 

3.2.1 There are 17 PROWs (including the one permissive path) within the proposed DCO 

order limits. 

3.2.2 At one location a temporary closure and diversion is required.  This footpath is 

id no.7 (CC footpath reference no2/8/1).  This footpath would be crossed by the 

underground excavation works.  It is a PRoW which connects Rhiwdywyll which lies 

on the U2094 (national cycle route 47).  In turn this runs south to the A485 and 
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Glangwili Bridge. 

3.2.3 A description of the diversion is provided below and illustrated on Figure 3.2.  The 

grid references quoted below are all approximate locations taken from OS Mapping 

at a scale of 1:20,000.  These references are to assist with the description of the 

routes and should not be relied upon as a definitive point of reference. 

Table 3.2– Description of proposed diversion of Route 2/8/1 

Point Description 

2/8/1 The diversion of 2/8/1 will commence at grid reference 
243009,222671 at the point where the footpath enters into the 
DCO order limits area.  The diversion follows the western boundary 
of the working area until it meets the road at grid reference 
242992,222698.  The diversion of 2/8/1 will then share the road 
eastwards until the end of the PRoW which provides a clear link 
back to where the path was originally heading for. This proposal 
means that the pedestrians have to walk along the road for 
approximately 50m, and across the cable trench in the road. This 
crossing of the trench however it controlled by the Draft 
Construction Traffic Management Plan. It should also be noted that 
there are no further PRoW north of the road. As such there is no 
linkage required other than to the road. It could be considered that 
once the diverted path joins the road the path provides the same 
access as the existing route. The diverted route will be segregated 
from the rest of the order limits but use of fencing.  

 

3.2.4 The diversion of Path 2/8/1 would last for the duration of the underground cable 

works which at this stage is estimated as a worse case to be 23 weeks 

(Weeks 5 to 28 of the anticipated programme).  This is approximately six months.  

In reality, and subject to discussion with the appointed contractor, it is anticipated 

that excavation of the trench itself will take one to two weeks with the cabling feed 

into the ducts remotely at a later date.  As such the assumption for a six month 

closure is precautionary and robust.  
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3.3 PRoW management requiring signage (required at ALL PRoWs 

impacted) 

3.3.1 WPD is committed to enabling access to the wider area during the construction 

period where this does not compromise the safety of the general public.  Where 

temporary restrictions to wider access rights are required, WPD will provide 

accurate and up to date information relating to the construction activity being carried 

out, identifying routes which remain open and those which are currently diverted or 

scheduled for future diversion. 

3.3.2 County Hall and the Carmarthen Tourist Information Centre will have information 

boards installed which will include information about the scheme and the 

construction process including timings and maps (a large map will be displayed on 

the information boards). 

3.3.3 The nearest access points of any affected PRoW will also have signs in order to 

keep people informed.  These will be prominently displayed and clearly indicate the 

relevant information in a smaller form than the notice boards. 

3.3.4 WPD will implement a range of measures to ensure tourists and visitors are 

informed of the works before they reach the relevant areas of the 

Proposed Development.  The signage described above will be provided and 

diversion routes waymarked in advance of construction.  Signage will also 

emphasise that the right to wander from any PRoW within the order limits is not 

permitted.  

3.3.5 At any point where a footpath is blocked off temporarily for the stringing of the line 

or for the duration of construction there will be a clear ‘no-entry’ signs.  It is not 

proposed to divert users during this time period as the closures will be short and the 

crossings will be managed.  Any path or road which passes into the DCO order 

limits area will be clearly marked. 

3.3.6 It is anticipated that the following wording will be adopted for both the advance 

warning and no entry signage. 
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“Please be aware that from (start date) until (end date) WPD and their 

Principal Contractor (insert name when appointed) will be constructing the 

Brechfa Forest Connection.  During this period the areas shown on the 

map hatched in blue will be under the control of WPD and will be subject 

to restriction to public access under The Countryside Access (Exclusion or 

Restriction of Access) (Wales) Regulations 2003.  

The restrictions to Public Access is to ensure your Health and Safety and 

those undertaking the works. 

Please Obey all signage. 

All Public Rights of Way and Permissive Routes shown in green will 

remain open.  There may be a requirement to temporarily control access, 

however you will be able to pass on the understanding that your use is 

restricted to the Right of Way only, please do not stray into the wider 

forest/area, whilst using these routes. 

Thank you for your cooperation during this period. 

For further information please visit – www.  or contact (website and 

telephone number to be confirmed).”  

3.3.7 In addition to the signage, waymarks for the diversion route will be implemented 

prior to construction works commencing. 

3.3.8 Signs will be regularly inspected to ensure that they remain in place and are 

readable and have not been tampered with or altered. 

3.3.9 All signage will contain contact details for WPD and the principal contractor.  

Contact numbers will be provided to enable visitors to report any problems 

encountered when accessing the site, particularly with regard to the condition of 

PRoW or permissive paths. 

3.3.10 Signage erected will be bilingual in English and Welsh.  

3.3.11 The PROW management strategy which is being promoted by WPD is to ensure 

that recreational users of the affected PROW are provided with sufficient advance 

warning and notice to allow them to plan their journey so as to avoid the need to 

turn back on themselves. 
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3.3.12 All signage will be removed once construction is complete and all PRoW returned to 

their form use/routes. 

3.4 Active management plan for crossing points (required at all 

PRoWs affected) 

3.4.1 All points where footpaths cross the order limits will have appropriate warning 

signage, which will advise of dates and hours of working.  Along access roads, 

appropriate signage will be erected to alert drivers of upcoming locations where 

there is an interface between construction traffic and public rights of way as set out 

above. 

3.4.2 However during certain periods during the construction programme (intense period, 

or OHL wire pulling for example) it may be necessary to adopt active management 

measures with contractor staff patrolling key crossing points during periods of high 

construction activity or during the stringing of the lines.  The need for active 

management on certain routes will be identified within the construction programme 

which will take into account delivery timescales and movements of plant and 

machinery.  The need for active management will be subject to specific risk 

assessments prepared by the Principal Contractor when analysing impacts of any 

construction activities which may bring pedestrians into proximity with construction 

traffic. 

3.4.3 In these instances footpath users may have to wait for a short period of time whilst 

the footpath is in use by the construction team.  Users will be advised when works 

are completed and it is safe to cross the footpath with WPD contractor's staff at the 

crossing point. 

3.5 Active management plan for “Shared Routes” (required at PRoW 

ID’s 4, 5, 10,11,12,13,14,15,16 and 17) 

3.5.1 At the points where PRoW currently route along a proposed construction accesses 

these are known as “shared routes”.  Along shared routes, appropriate signage will 

be erected to alert drivers of the shared route and potential interface between 
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construction traffic and public rights of way.  The speed limit signage will be 

provided along the shared route to make sure that all construction vehicles travel 

under manageable speed (nominally 5mph) to avoid the uncertain conflict with 

PRoW users. 

3.5.2 During certain periods during the construction programme it may be necessary to 

adopt active management measures with contractor staff patrolling the shared 

route.  The need for active management on certain routes will be identified within 

the construction programme which will take into account delivery timescales and 

movements of plant and machinery.  The need for active management will be 

subject to specific risk assessments prepared by the Principal Contractor when 

analysing impacts of any construction activities which may bring PRoW users into 

proximity with construction traffic. 

3.5.3 In these instances PRoW users may have to wait for a short period of time whilst 

the shared route is in use by the construction team (for example for the conveyance 

of a difficult load such as a cable drum or crane).  Users will be advised when works 

are completed and it is safe to use the shared route by WPD contractor's staff.  If 

the length of shared route is significantly long then a safe standing area may be 

provided off the track.  It may also be prudent depending on the circumstances to 

provide a safe crossing point of any shared route depending on traffic flows, but on 

this project that is considered unlikely. 

3.6 Initial inspection and monitoring of the existing PRoW’s 

3.6.1 There are 17 PROW’s within the study area affected. 

3.6.2 The existing PRoW 2/8/1 (ID No. 7) will be temporarily diverted as illustrated on 

Figure 3.2.  The diversions will be available for public access during the 

construction period. 

3.6.3 Regular inspection of the physical infrastructure will be vital if paths and other 

infrastructure are to be maintained in a safe and usable condition.  Failure to deal 

with problems quickly can also result in more widespread problems and require 
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more costly repairs. 

3.6.4 An inspection and maintenance programme for all areas which will fall within the 

scope of the PRoW Management Strategy will be defined.  Maintenance will only be 

focused on damage caused by the ongoing construction works to existing PROW. 

Maintenance operations will include: 

 inspection, repair/re-surfacing of paths; 

 inspection and repair of drains associated with access routes; 

 maintenance of access infrastructure including signage, waymarkers, 

interpretation boards and bridges; and 

 clearance of any site/works related litter that may blight PRoW. 

3.6.5 The advance inspection survey will also include written descriptions and location 

maps noting where any existing issues with footpaths are noted.  Where 

appropriate, the advance survey works will be utilised to note opportunities for 

enhancement of routes following the completion of the construction phase.  For 

example there may be improvements that are required to some access tracks as 

part of the access accommodation works to get vehicles to site.  If these 

improvements were left in for the longer term and assisted in improving the 

surfacing of a PRoW then the advance survey would help to identify this so early 

discussion the land owners and CCC could be undertaken.  However WPDs remit is 

only to return PRoW back to the standard they were before the construction 

commence, there is no obligation to improve any PRoW. 

3.6.6 A schedule of monitoring will take place along the route of the footpaths within the 

PROW management area at agreed timescales.  This is anticipated to be every 

six weeks unless there is a specific reason to do so earlier (such as intensive 

periods of work that may affect a PROW, or construction activities that have undue 

and unanticipated effects). 

3.6.7 In addition to the above, the advance warning signage will include contact details 
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enabling recreational users to notify WPD or its Principal Contractors of any 

problems noted. 

3.7 Treatment of PRoW and permissive paths post construction 

3.7.1 Following completion of the construction works all PRoWs, will be subject to an 

inspection and review against the baseline conditions observed during the 

pre-construction survey.  As a minimum all public rights of way, paths and road will 

be returned to the same condition as they were prior to construction works 

commencing. 

3.7.2 As set out above there may be locations where improvements may be implemented 

for the long term benefit of the PRoW users but this is not a requirement of WPD.  

3.7.3 The specific nature of any improvement works will be subject to discussion and 

agreement with CCC and any third party land owners following the completion of 

the baseline survey undertaken. 



 
 
 
 

Construction Traffic Management Plan Appendix 1 – Volume 8.7 

24 

4 Summary and Conclusion 

4.0.1 As part of the CTMP a PRoW management strategy is required to address the 

interactions between the PRoW and the proposed scheme, during construction and 

once it is operational. 

4.0.2 Analysis of the connection route and its constructions accesses has shown that 

there are: 

 in total 17 PRoW affected; of that 

 one PRoW will require a temporary closure and diversion; 

 14 will require temporary closures during the stringing of lines; and 

 11 locations where a PRoW will be a shared access with a proposed 

construction access. 

4.0.3 The diversion will ensure that the PRoW affected passes around the edge of the 

order limits rather than through the middle, and maintains the route in a safe 

manner. 

4.0.4 The proposed signage strategy will inform the public of the construction schedule 

and the implications on each affected PRoW. 

4.0.5 The active management of crossing points and shared access will be temporary in 

nature and will require site specific signage to inform the public and construction 

vehicle drivers. 

4.0.6 Prior to the start of construction all affected PRoW and permissive paths will be 

inspected.  These routes will also be monitored throughout the course of the project. 

4.0.7 At the end of the construction phase all affected PRoW will be inspected and their 

condition will be returned to the same as observed during the initial inspection. 

WPD may consider the scope to improve the surface of some PRoW and these will 
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be identified in the initial survey. 
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